T h e F i re L i n e
Semper Pius

Oswego Fire Protection District

June 2018

Letter from the Chief
One hundred years ago, America was at war with the German
Empire in large part due to the sinking of the U.S.S. Lusitania, and the
discovery of the Zimmerman Telegram where Germany attempted
to get Mexico to attack the United States. That same year, the
citizens of Minnesota were racked with a devastating wild fire
(the Cloquet – Moose Lake Fire) which would consume over 1500
square miles, 38 towns and villages, and lead to the death of 453
citizens and over 52,000 injuries. The firefighters of the area, aided
by Minnesota Infantry National Guard members, fought bravely and, in spite of the massive body
of fire, were actually able to save a few significant structures, including the St. James Orphanage
and the Nopeming Sanitorium. At this same time Oswego, Illinois was growing in leaps and
bounds as their population approached 676 and yet, the Oswego Fire Protection District was
still 18 years away from forming.
And, while our country and the world has changed greatly over the last 100 years in population,
in transportation, in technology, and in how we view each other, one thing remains the same…
that American firefighters must remain duty-bound to defend our citizens from the ravages of
rampant fire. We know today that fires burn hotter, faster, and release more deadly gases than
ever before. We know too that building construction has changed drastically, and that perhaps
our greatest threat is not the fire itself but the unseen chemicals that we are exposed to in the
smoke. At our disposal, however, we have some of the best equipment and tools available, and
yet at the core, our most important and valuable asset is the firefighter. One
hundred years ago, the only traits valued in firefighting were brute force and
courage. Today, we know that yes, these are still important traits, but we also
must bring a diverse knowledge, skill-set, compassion, discipline, and (continued on page 3)

In this issue:
New Members

2

Appointments/
Promotions

2-3

Training

3

Charity

3

Specialty Teams

4

Emergency
Vehicle Show

5

Toy for Tots

6

Station News

6

Special Programs 7
Important
Contacts

8

Purple Heart Fire Department
The Oswego Fire Protection District has become a Purple Heart Fire Department - and
the first in the state of Illinois to do so! There was a reading of the proclamation of the
Purple Heart Department, a plaque was presented, and a parking sign placed in front of
Station 1 dedicating a Purple Heart parking spot permanently reserved for those veterans
who've been wounded in combat. The department takes great pride in supporting the
men and women that serve this country, and acknowledge the sacrifices they make.
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A Year in the Making
Last year the department welcomed aboard several new
members. Over the past year these probationary FF/PM’s had
been developing their skills and learning how to be the best
Oswego Firefighters they can be as they completed their
probation. The department welcomes to the family Nick Petro,
Jeff Green, Brandon Cihak, Andrew Dunning, Michael Pavlacka,
Jameson Horn, and Ryan Dunning.

New Battalion Chief Appointed
Travis Martinez

New Training Officer
Takes the Helm

steps in as the
newest Battalion
Chief of the
Oswego Fire
Protection District.
Travis has been in
the fire service for
21 years. He was hired in Oswego in 2003 and has
spent the last 15 years in various roles throughout the
department - he served as a firefighter, a company

Captain Matt Yackley takes
over as the new training
officer for the Oswego Fire
Protection District. Matt has
served on 13 different fire
departments spanning a
career of 20 years. Matt has
been a part of many specialty
teams and brings that vast knowledge to the training
division for Oswego Fire.

officer, and as the department training officer.
In his new role as Battalion Chief, he ensures the
smooth running of the 4 fire companies and 4 stations
on gold shift. The BC has overall command at
emergency scenes and is entrusted to effectively
manage his shift while also ensuring compliance with
departmental policies and procedures.
In his off time, Travis enjoys time with his family while
attending countless sporting events in which his
children are involved. The department would like to
congratulate Battalion Chief Martinez and wish him
the best of luck in his new position.

New Members

In his new position Matt will direct, plan, organize,
evaluate and coordinate the training of all members
of the fire department. He will ensure that all
members of the department are trained to the
highest level while also maintaining safety.
Matt (aka, Storm Trooper), spends his days off visiting
children's hospitals as a 501st Legion member.
Whether he is protecting the Galactic Empire or
training the future of the fire service, the department
would like to congratulate Captain Yackley and wish
him all the best in his new position.

The OFPD family continued to grow this year with the hiring of several new members.

Michael Sinn, Ryan Stallmann, Connor Hickey, Bo Czekala, Brandon Collazo, Jairen Swan and Patrick Watson
joined the full-time ranks, while David Brooker was hired as a part-time member. They will all spend the next
year training, gaining knowledge in firefighting, EMS, and the ways of the Oswego Fire Protection District.
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Promotion

Alex Silva was promoted

to the rank of Lieutenant. Lt. Silva has been
with the OFPD since 2006 and is currently
assigned to Truck 1.

Fire Family Grows
This year the extended Oswego Fire
Protection District family grew by 6.
There were 6 babies born to members
of the department. Is there a future firefighter in the group?

Pitching in for Charity
Throughout the year members
of the department teamed up
with local charities to raise money during sporting events. No
matter if it was dodging a ball or
draining a 3-pointer, our
members were there to support efforts in the community.

Teaming Up for Training
The Oswego Fire Department has
partnered with numerous
organizations to provide free or
reduced training opportunities to
our members. These partnerships
allow us to bring in fire service
leaders from all corners of the
country to provide top level
educational experiences. Our members train on a daily basis
to stay up to date with the latest technologies and skills.
The average Oswego firefighter completes 30 hours of
training a month while also
completing all other
required tasks in the
firehouse - including
responding to 911
emergencies!

(Letter from the Chief continued)

mental adroitness to bear if we
are to successfully complete
our mission and survive the
demands of our profession.
As Oswego firefighters, we respond from only
4 of the over 58,000 fire stations in America.
We are but .024% of all professional firefighters
in this country, and yet, to the citizens and
business owners of our District and the
neighboring communities…we are who they
turn to in time of fear and turmoil…we are
who they call when their family and homes are
threatened… and we are the ones who know
that the work we do, the pain and struggles we
bear, the discomfort and cold we endure for
strangers is never in vain. We are the ones
who know, as Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote,
that “the purpose of life is not to be happy. It is
to be useful, to be compassionate, to have it
make some difference that you have lived and
lived well.” Of all the blessings in my life thus
far, I count among these the days working
alongside men and women like you, who are
dedicated to improving, committed to service,
and accepting of the challenges to make ourselves the very best firefighters we can be … in
order to “lighten the burden of others.”
As we embrace 2018, let us remember the
trials and struggles of our predecessors, the
sufferings of our communities, and the tragedies
that have occurred through the years as we
prepare ourselves for the challenges which lie
ahead and the many ways in which we will be
blessed in service to others.
“You have not lived today until you have done
something for someone who can never repay you.”
John Bunyan
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Honor Guard

In the past year members of

Pipes and Drums

The Oswego Fire

the Honor Guard attended 28 special events

Department Pipes and Drums had a great year! The

throughout the community, 12 funerals, and 20
trainings. The Honor Guard was expanded this year
with the addition of 2 new members. The Guard was
formed in 2007 with June 2018 marking the 10th
anniversary of the Guard’s first event, which was the
swearing in of the District’s first full-time members.
Several Honor Guard members also serve on the
State Honor Guard.
For requests, please
call Lt. Kris Kearns at

team has been moving forward, seeing its membership
grow with 2 new members in November ’17, 2 new
members in April ‘18, and another slated for June.
Last year they participated in over 30 events, with St.
Patrick's Day being a busy day as they went on a 13
hour, 10 location tour throughout the suburbs. As
we look forward to the future, the plan is to build the
overall team with drummers and new music.
For requests, please call

630-554-2110 or visit
www.oswegofire.com.

Water Rescue

Lt. Eric Roberts at
630-554-2110 or visit
www.oswegofire.com.

The water rescue team is a group of department members specially trained in open

water, swift water, and ice rescue and has grown to become one of the best teams in the area. Equipped with
wet suits, personal flotation devices, helmets, and specially designed water rescue devices, the department’s
water rescue personnel have the ability to create land-based water rescue
systems, as well as to perform water-based contact rescues in order to save
victims trapped in the many natural and man-made water settings. Utilizing two
boats, the water rescue team can respond
swiftly to any water emergency. The boats
are kept at Fire Station 1 and are prepared
to be launched at a moment’s notice with
the team training throughout the year, ensuring proficiency in both swift
water and ice rescue.

Technical Rescue & Fire Investigations
The technical rescue and fire investigation teams have joined together with the Plainfield
Fire Protection District to form a joint task force. The two
departments conduct trainings and prepare for emergencies
together. Whether it’s a high angle rescue, trench collapse, or
a confined space emergency, the “TRT” members maintain a
readiness for any emergency.
Fire Investigation is the analysis of fire-related incidents. After firefighters extinguish a
fire, an investigation is launched to determine the origin and cause of the fire. The members of the investigation
team spend many hours training and preparing to answer the call.
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Oswego Fire Dept. Lock-In
What is this? Well, it is a new event being held at the fire station
in August. The overnight lock-in at the fire station will be the first
of its kind in the state, and possibly the country! The
money raised from this event will be going to the “Camp I Am
Me” burn camp.
Additional information and registration can be found at oswegofire.com.

Open House

The 2017 Open House was a huge success. Special to this year’s event was the safety

trailer. This interactive trailer allows kids to experience a smoke filled environment in a
safe, controlled setting, and to practice their “stay low and go”
skills as well as to learn about escape plans.
We also had a surprise visit from “Sparky the Fire
Dog”. The 2018 Open House is scheduled for
October 6th. There will be more information about
this event soon.

Chicagoland Emergency Vehicle Show

The 2017 Chicagoland Emergency

Vehicle Show saw a record crowd. The event kicked off on Friday with a processional of
vehicles through Oswego, ending with a dinner at the fire station for all the participants.
Saturday’s event was held in downtown Oswego with
emergency vehicles lined up and down Main Street.
There were also activities for the kids and live
demonstrations, with fun being had by everyone who attended! The
2018 Chicagoland Emergency Vehicle Show is scheduled for August 4th,
with the processional again occurring the evening before.

Medal of Honor Ceremony
This year marked the 25th anniversary of the state’s Medal of Honor Ceremony in Springfield. The Oswego
Fire Protection District was honored with the request to
bring the department’s 1929 Boyer Chemical
Engine downstate to be part of the event.
The 1929 engine is a rare find and is one of
the only ones in Illinois. Several members of
the department attended the ceremony and
participated in the event.
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Toys for Tots

Once again Oswego Fire participated in the Toys for Tots

drive with the Oswego School District Jr. High Schools, the Optimist Club, and
the U.S. Marine Corps. In total, we fed just over 350 people, collected over
6,500 toys, and purchased 105 brand new bicycles. The bikes were purchased
through a combination of donations from the firefighters and the Meijer
grocery store, which donated 4,000 dollars. This year we also built new
partnerships with several restaurants along Rt. 34 who got together and collected over 200 toys, and with Midas
of Naperville who donated 20 Razor Scooters. The toys and bicycles were then delivered to the Oswego
Optimist Club for distribution to local families in need during the holiday season. The Oswego Fire Protection
District appreciates the outpouring of support from the community. We cannot express enough our sincere
gratitude to our community and all the students that make this happen. It once again
shows us why this is such a great community in which to live and work.

Station News

All four of the OFPD fire stations have come alive with their station pride. The four

stations have been able to personalize (within reason) their stations. Among other displays of pride, each has
built customized “Tour Boards”. Tour Boards are sources of information for the crews - indicating personnel
on shift, duties to be accomplished during the day, required training, and other information important to the
crews.

Station 1 The tour board at Station One has lights and a monitor that
alerts the crew of incoming calls. Station One also houses the
department’s two antique fire vehicles - both of which have been
refurbished by our own OFPD members. Also on display is a memorial
from the attack on 9/11, a beam from the World Trade Center.

Station 2 Members of the station designed the main wall on the bay floor to
honor the U.S. Military. There is a flag for each branch of the service.

Station 3 Members of Station 3 used a burning technique to create an accent wall in their day room. On the
bay floor, the wall is painted Caterpillar Yellow and is also adorned
with the station logo and an American flag made of old fire hose.

Station 4 Out at Station 4 the main wall of the bay has been freshly painted and a new
tour board has been put into service by its members.
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Free Smoke Detector Install Program
The Oswego Fire Department is excited to announce the start of our new smoke
detector installation program. It is estimated that 2,500 deaths occur each year from
house fires. On average, every 40 minutes someone is injured in a fire. The vision
of the Oswego Fire Protection District is to ensure that every home has a working
smoke detector. This is made possible in partnership with the American Red Cross,
Kidde, and The Home Depot.
Additional information can be found at oswegofire.com.

Car Seat Safety Check
Did you know that on average 72% of car seats are misused? The Oswego Fire
Protection District has certified child safety seat technicians. If you are looking to have
a child seat installed, please call Lt. Kris Kearns at 630-554-2110 or use the contact
form at oswegofire.com.

C.P.R. Classes
Throughout the year the department offers First Aid and CPR classes. When
seconds count, do you know what to do? To register for a class, please call EMS
Coordinator Matt Goodbred at 630-554-2110 or use the contact form at
oswegofire.com.

River Island Marking Signs
The district launched a new safety program designed to enhance the safety of patrons that utilize the Fox
River recreationally. The islands are being marked with red signs with white letters and numbers. Whether
you're paddle-boarding, canoeing, kayaking, or fishing, the river is a great source of fun and entertainment,
and yet can also be deadly. The Oswego Fire Protection District is working to maintain safe waterways and
wants to make sure everyone has a safe river experience. More information on the program will be
available soon.

Mission Statement of the Oswego Fire Protection District
“The Oswego Fire Protection District will provide the highest quality service, and strive to
challenge ourselves to achieve the greatest potential for those we serve”
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Important Contacts
Oswego Fire Department
www.oswegofire.com
Station 1: 3511 Woolley Rd. Oswego, IL 60543
(630) 554-2110

Station 2: 2200 Wiesbrook Dr. Oswego, IL 60543
(630) 801-5065

Station 3: 2200 Galena Rd. Montgomery, IL 60538
(630) 264-1922

Station 4: 27100 West 127th St. Plainfield, IL 60585
(630) 554-8818

Oswego Police Department

Montgomery Police Department

www.oswegopoliceil.org

www.ci.montgomery.il.us/police.htm

3525 Rt. 34 Oswego, IL 60543

10 Civic Center Ave Montgomery, IL 60538

(630) 551-7300

(630) 553-0554

Plainfield Police Department
www.plainfield-il.org/pages/police
14300 S. Coil Plus Drive Plainfield, IL 60544
24 hr Non-Emergency (815) 436-2341

Kendall County Departments
www.co.kendall.il.us
Sherriff’s Office: 1102 Cornell Ln. Yorkville, IL 60560
(630) 553-7500

Dispatch: 1100 Cornell Ln. Yorkville, IL 60560
Administrative Office: (630) 553-0911
Dispatch Non-Emergency: (630) 553-5856

Coroners Office: 804 W. John St. Yorkville, IL 60560
(630) 553-4200

Animal Control: 802 W. John St. Yorkville, IL 60560
(630) 553-9256

