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Letter from the Chief
The long shadows of summer fall upon a field of over two thousand American flags a few blocks from our headquarters station.
For almost a week, the members of our department have set up
tents, fueled generators, delivered water, provided medical care,
presented and guarded our nation’s colors, played the bagpipes,
and cleaned up the site of the Moving Wall Memorial. However,
throughout the week, no act was greater; no act more important or nobler than one… a simple out-reached hand, in respect
and in honor.
You see, while our members served with honor and pride, and provided countless last-minute
responses for help in the logistics and operation of the event, it is a much more basic gesture
which, I believe, holds the greatest impact. Throughout the four-day event, I witnessed dozens
of our members taking time to talk with a veteran, or their family. I watched as our members
stopped in the crowd, to ask questions about the meaning of the wall, the life of a “doorgunner”, the feeling of pride felt by many, and the feeling of sorrow felt by more. And, in each
of these subtle exchanges, I noticed our members extending a hand in thanks. The families attending the event were full of emotion, both good and bad, they were vulnerable to the experience and the memories, and they were in need… in need of a smile, a thank you, a hug, a photograph, a bottle of water, and in need of someone’s time…time spent on them.
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Albert Schweitzer once wrote, “I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one
thing I know: the only ones among you who will be really happy are those who
have sought and found how to serve. ” We are called to fight fires, to render
medical aid, to crawl into wreckage to save a life…to serve. (Continued on page 3)

Vietnam Moving Wall

The Vietnam Memorial Moving Wall came to Oswego this year. This gave the
fire department a unique opportunity to help out in a variety of ways. During
the day we staffed a medic UTV on site during
peak hours to help with any medical emergencies
should they arise. The Honor Guard posted the
Colors at the opening, closing and prayer ceremonies, as well as helped out with other activities. The Pipes and Drums played during the
opening ,closing and prayer ceremonies as well. Healing Field - 2017 American Flags
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Department Promotions
In May there were 3 Firefighters
and 1 Lieutenant promoted.
Lieutenant Kelly Cave (pictured
left) was promoted to the rank of
Captain and is assigned to station 2.

FF/PMs Dan
Gallup, Kris
Kearns, and Eric
Roberts
(pictured on the right) were all promoted to the rank
of Lieutenant. Lt. Gallup
is assigned to station 3,
Lt. Kearns is assigned to
station 2, and Lt. Roberts
is assigned to station 2.

New Members

Unit citations are awards that are
given to a crew that responded
to a call that is above and beyond a normal call. Once

Unit Citations

nominated for the citation, they are then reviewed and
approved by a committee of their peers.
In the picture to the
right, Lt. Johnson and
FF/PMs Vickery, Petersohn and Goodbred
(not pictured), were
awarded a unit citation for saving a man’s life that had
been in cardiac arrest.
To the right, Lt. Jordan, FF/PMs Vickery,
Pechinski, and Cox
were awarded a citation for a pre-hospital
delivery of a baby. Both mom and baby are doing well!

Over the last 6 months 2 members left the department. In addition to replacing

those 2 members, the department has hired 6 additional members in order to staff
the ambulance at station 3 with full time personnel. All the new hires have to go through an orientation, which
consists of 2 weeks of days. New members are hired with the state’s basic firefighter certification at a minimum. This certifies that they know the basics of firefighting, but might not know the specific equipment that
Oswego Fire uses. Therefore, during their 2 weeks of days they will have to deploy the various hose loads,
practice forcible entry, move and assess victims/firefighters, and ventilate roofs, just to name a few skills. During
the 2 weeks they will also go over everything EMS. They are hired as paramedics and will test into the Southern
Fox Valley EMS system, which includes not only a written test, but a practical test as well. New members are
listed in order from left to right: Nick Petro, Jeff Green, Brandon Cihak, Mateusz Malek, Andrew Dunning, Michael Pavlacka, Jameson Horn, Ryan Dunning, (not pictured) Joshua Blaskey.
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This year’s Operation Prom was
held at Oswego East High School.
This unique opportunity showed all the seniors and juniors the

Operation Prom

risk of drinking and driving. This was a joint effort among the
School District, Local and State Police, Coroner’s Office, Rush
Copley Emergency Department, and the duty crews from the
Oswego Fire Protection District. We tried to make it as realistic as possible. Students from the drama department were
made to look as if they were in an accident. This is done using
theatrical blood,
paint, and
makeup applications. The cars
were also
smashed up to
look like they
were in an accident. It was run
just like a real accident - the emergency vehicles were dispatched and arrived with lights and sirens. As seen in the picture, the firefighters removed the roof to gain access and remove one of the students from the vehicle. While the crews
removed the patients, the police performed a field sobriety
test on the driver and then arrested him. The Kendall County
Coroner added to the realism by placing “deceased” patients
(students) into body bags and placing them in the back of their
van. Due to inclement weather the medical helicopter was
not able to fly and was not present this year.
In January the Oswego Fire Protection
District had the opportunity to go to
Plainfield North High School to take part in a joint training ex-

Joint Training

ercise, simulating an active shooter in the high school. This
exercise included many different police and fire departments
from local to state levels. This type of
training is a way for us to see how other
agencies work, and for them to see how
we work. As you can see in the picture,
Lt. Gallup is tending to a patient and getting them ready to be moved.

(continued from page 1)
However, the service which
Schweitzer spoke of goes well
beyond the direct purpose of
our profession… the service comes in dedicating ourselves to all that our public needs.
This past month, our public required some of
the basic functions of our job, but also needed
our members on a new, deeper level. Our
citizens know that when they call us, that we
will give our all, in service to them, and in an
effort to protect and save their lives. The
weekend of the Vietnam Moving Wall Memorial, they learned that while we answer each
alarm as if we were serving our own family,
we also bring with us the skills and knowledge
of firefighting, the compassion, the caring, the
understanding, and the heart needed to help
them deal with the challenges of life itself.
I had the opportunity to stand in the Healing
Field at 5:00 a.m. one morning by myself, a
quite mist hanging over the flags… and I
thought of a single flag at the Battle of Yorktown… a weathered flag at the Battle of Saint
Mihiel, or flying high above the deck of the
USS Santa Fe… I thought of a flag on the arm
of a soldier at Pork Chop Hill, at Phuoc Binh,
or along the Euphrates… and a deep feeling of
pride ran over me. Our country is not perfect, but I am so incredibly proud to be an
American. Likewise, our department - you
and I - are not perfect… But, I am so proud
to have the blessing of serving alongside you
and working together to “protect the work of
God himself”. They say we are judged by our
behaviors, by the demonstration of what lies
in our hearts. If this is true, I believe that our
behaviors demonstrated great character,
honor, and pride… and showed the power of
an outstretched hand and a smile.
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New Apparatus

The Guys That Keep Everything
Running

The new
Medic 2 is
located at
Station 2 on
Weisbrook
Dr. It is a
2017 Ford F550 chassis and was built by Osage Ambulance of Missouri.
The new maintenance truck is
a 2003 Ford
550 and is located at station
1 on Woolley
Rd. It is intended to help the maintenance division to
better service the fleet of vehicles on the road. With
this truck, they are able to do minor repairs without
taking front-line apparatus out of service.

Did you know that the Oswego Fire Protection District has its own maintenance division? All of the members are Emergency Vehicle Technician (EVT) certified. The team is lead by Rob Carpenter who is also
Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) certified. With
these guys in place, not only are we able to minimize
the amount of time a vehicle is out of service, but it
also saves the tax payers a lot of money in vehicle repairs.

From left to Right: Jake Petersohn, Rob Carpenter, Scott Falconer,
Tom Touchette, Jimm Pechinski, and Chet Hartley

During this last holiday season Oswego Fire once again participated in the Toys for Tots
drive with the Oswego school district Jr. Highs, the Optimist Club, and the U.S. Marines
Corps. As with the previous years, we had overwhelming support from the community and the firefighters. This
year there were more then 7,489 toys collected and 80 bicycles purchased. The bikes were purchased through a combination of donations
from the firefighters and a large donation from Meijer grocery store
who donated 5,000 dollars. Just like in years past, the fire department
cooked and served their annual breakfast, feeding over 300 of the students and faculty that helped with organizing and packing up all the toys.

Toys for Tots

Scholarship Winners

Every year the Oswego Fire Protection District
gives out two $500 scholarships to two local high
school seniors. Every year the scholarship is presented in honor of a retired member of the Department. This year the scholarship was in honor of Bert Nease. FF
Nease started with the fire department in 1969
and spent 43 years serving his community. This
year’s recipients were Cassidy James (pictured on
the right) from Oswego East High School and Kylie Schimmel (pictured on the
left) from Oswego High School. Cassidy is planning on attending the University
of Tennessee, and Kylie is planning on attending Aurora University.
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Mission Statement of the Oswego Fire Protection District
“The Oswego Fire Protection District will provide the highest quality service, and strive to
challenge ourselves to achieve the greatest potential for those we serve”

Code takes
you to
website

Did you know that
the Oswego Fire
Protection District has certified child safety seat
technicians? So if you are
looking to have a child
seat installed, please call
Lt. Kris Kearns or FF/PM
David Martinez at 630554-2110.

Child Seat Tech

Honor Guard members Chris Kell, Lt. Kris Kearns, Tony McCoy,
and Matt Tinker

Honor Guard members Chris Kell, Lt. Kris Kearns, David Martinez, Chief
Mike Veseling, and Matt Tinker
Pictured are Pipes and Drums members Chris Cinto, Lt. Eric Roberts,
and Captain Matt Yackley
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Important Contacts
Oswego Fire Department
www.oswegofire.com
Station 1: 3511 Woolley Rd. Oswego, IL 60543
(630) 554-2110

Station 2: 2200 Wiesbrook Dr. Oswego, IL 60543
(630) 801-5065

Station 3: 2200 Galena Rd. Montgomery, IL 60538
(630) 264-1922

Station 4: 27100 West 127th St. Plainfield, IL 60585
(630) 554-8818

Oswego Police Department

Montgomery Police Department

www.oswegopoliceil.org

www.ci.montgomery.il.us/police.htm

3525 Rt. 34 Oswego, IL 60543

10 Civic Center Ave Montgomery, IL 60538

(630) 551-7300

(630) 553-0554

Plainfield Police Department
www.plainfield-il.org/pages/police
14300 S. Coil Plus Drive Plainfield, IL 60544
24 hr Non-Emergency (815) 436-2341

Kendall County Departments
www.co.kendall.il.us
Sherriff’s Office: 1102 Cornell Ln. Yorkville, IL 60560
(630) 553-7500

Dispatch: 1100 Cornell Ln. Yorkville, IL 60560
Administrative Office: (630) 553-0911
Dispatch Non-Emergency: (630) 553-5856

Coroners Office: 804 W. John St. Yorkville, IL 60560
(630) 553-4200

Animal Control: 802 W. John St. Yorkville, IL 60560
(630) 553-9256

