
2009 Firefighter of the Year  
In this issue:  

Oswego Fire Protection District  April, 2010 Volume 1, Issue III 

Lieutenant Josh Flanders 

T h e  F i r e  L i n e  

S e m p e r  P i u s  

It is that time of year again for the 

OFPD to put out a newsletter. I 

just wanted to take a moment to 

say a few words.  First, thank you 

to all the firefighters for your hard 

work.  The firefighter paramedics 

are the backbone of the OFPD and 

for that I want to recognize each 

of you.  Your everyday work does 

not go unnoticed . Be safe!!!!!!!  

Fire Chief Brad Smith 
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Firefighter of the Year is one of the most 

coveted of all awards a firefighter can re-

ceive in their career.  It begins with a nomi-

nation by oneõs peers, and then ultimately 

decided on by the Fire Protection District 

Board of Trustees.  The award may be be-

stowed on someone due to an act of hero-

ism during the year, or it may come from 

ongoing actions & deeds throughout the 

year that exemplifies the characteristics of  

 

òDuty, Pride, & Traditionó.  The 

2009 Firefighter of the Year was 

presented to Lt. Josh Flanders 

on March 8th, 2010 for his ongo-

ing willingness to put in the ex-

tra effort month after month in 

the newly created Shift Com-

mander position, as well as tem-

porarily covering the Training 

Officer position throughout the 

year.  Joshõs example is one of 

òDuty, Pride, & Traditionó ð 

congratulations Josh! 



 2009 Public Education Stats  

In 2009 the OFPD participated in 21 

block parties with more than 2,410 at-

tendees.  We attended 36 community 

events with more that 2,971 attendees 

documented.  We conducted 62 safety 

talks with 2,788 attendees.  The crews 

gave more than 25 station tours with 

479 attendees.  We instructed 10 CPR 

courses with 59 students.  Thanks to a 

new fire extinguisher trainer, we taught 

3 fire extinguisher training classes with 

125 attendees.   We also witnessed 

more that 13 fire drills at local schools.  

The OFPD had direct contact with 

more that 8,350 citizens.  Great job to 

the Oswego Firefighters that make the 

Public Education program so successful.  

District Orders New Ladder Truck  

OFPD Institutes Trading Card 

Program  

The OFPD recently started a public 

education program involving trading 

cards of our firefighters, stations and 

equipment.  There will be a total of 64 

collectible trading  cards made in the 

program (4 editions of 16).  The cards 

are distributed among the 4 stations 

with several cards highlighted in this 

issue.  All photos with the Oswego 

Fire and picture description on the 

front  are current cards.  Visit our 

website at www.oswegofire.com and you 

will find check off sheets for each edi-

tion.  When someone collects all the 

cards in an edition, bring them in to 

station #1 with the check off sheet 

and receive a free gift.  Feel free to 

stop a firefighter and ask him or her 

for a card and get their autograph. 
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Fitness Officer Lt. Tim Walters says,  

ò follow these tips to stay healthyó:                                                   

 Exercise makes you less anxious                                      

Warm-up for 5-10 minutes prior 

to strenuous exercise      

Cardiovascular training for 30 

minutes 3x a week is a great way 

to stay heart healthy 

Maintain your heart rate between 

60-85% of your max to obtain 

cardiovascular benefits 

Donõt forget to stretch 

Physical Fitness Tips                      

Congratulations to Kyle Sheley, Tony 

Lecuyer, Shannon Hillgoth, Josh Flan-

ders, Matt Goodbred and Matt 

Yackely.  They join Chief Smith as 

your new Foreign Fire Tax Board.  

They meet quarterly and oversee the 

spending of monies obtained from 

the tax on fire insurance policies sold 

by out of state (foreign) 

Insurance companies. 

2010 Pierce Platform in Production Phase 

The OFPD recently purchased a 2009 Pearce Arrow XT         

platform.  The truck, which will be on display at FDIC in Indian-

apolis in April, boasts a 300 gallon water tank with a Waterous 

pump capable of delivering 2000 gallons per minute.  Some inter-

esting facts about this vehicle include being the first ever alumi-

num platform placed into service by Pearce, and only the second 

one they have produced.  The truck will also be equipped with 

Whalen flood lights that are new and poised to revolutionize the 

flood light industry.  This is the first vehicle in the world that will 

have these state of the art lights.  The cost of the new vehicle is 

$955,000 and was purchased to replace a 1981 E-One ladder that 

is currently in use as a front line vehicle.  OFPD firefighters are 

extremely excited to take delivery of this new vehicle.  

New Foreign Fire Tax Board  


